
 
 

Mr. Breakstone’s Friday Post 
December 9, 2016 

 

Classroom Snapshot 

     
Learning happens individually, with partners, or in a big loud group! 

 
CARES Update: 

Song of the Week: “A Change is Gonna Come” by Sam Cooke 
CARES Tool: Initiative (Do what is right without being told.) 

Signal Word: timeline 
 

Important Dates: 
● Monday, January 16: MLK’s Birthday (no school) 

 
Homework: Due FRIDAY 1/13  

❏ Home Connection: Snapshot 

❏ Reading Log 

❏ Handwriting Practice 

❏ Math Pages 
 

Be an academic all-star, like Noah and 
Helene! 
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Class Work & Projects 

History: Timecast 
We started our new month by launching a new history 
project! The students launched into learning about 
history by guessing which pictures show Sausalito 
and Marin City in Modern Day or Long Ago. Then 
we learned all about timelines! Students made 
personal timelines, and then added pictures and 
labels to our classroom timeline of Sausalito and 
Marin City. Overall, we are trying to answer the 
question: whose voices from Sausalito and Marin 
City’s past should be heard again? 

 
Predictions about Sausalito’s past! 

 

 
Strategies for adding big numbers! 

Math: 1,000 Mile Road Trip 
We got right back into our road trip math project by 
learning how to round numbers to the nearest 10 and 
100, and how to make and check estimates. We are 
diving deep into addition strategies to build up to next 
week’s subtraction strategies. Remember that on 
homework, it’s important for students to explore 
different addition and subtraction strategies. 

 

Writing: Teaching Texts 
A new writing project began this week! Students picked 
a topic they could teach about, then started writing 
about it! But first we practiced by finding and 
describing subtopics. By first teaching others about 
their topic, students were able to find ways to 
elaborate. 

 
Saiana teaches her group! 
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Nonfiction book covers from our 

library. 

Language Arts: We Love Nonfiction! 
Next week we will be starting nonfiction book clubs, 
so this week we took a closer look at nonfiction texts! 
Students explored our nonfiction library, then copied 
interesting nonfiction book covers onto cardstock 
using art supplies. Students then signed up for a 
nonfiction book club, to be started on Monday! 

 
Other Announcements 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
On Monday, January 16, WCA will be 
closed to honor Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday. In class, we are reading the 
biography of MLK Jr, and then drawing 
our self-portraits in Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s suit. Students will also be using big 
words to describe their dreams for their 
communities. 

 
I cannot recommend “Martin’s Big Words” 

enough as a book about MLK Jr. 

 
 

 

 
  

 


